Cambridge City Hall Annex

344 Broadway, Cambridge, MA

Public Art At A Glance

Artist: Mike Glier

Title: Town Green

Medium: Acrylic paint on walls
Dimensions: Overdl 25 x 60 x 30’ atrium space
Date: 2003

Town Green isaseries of large-scalewall paintings, created by artist Mike Glier, that transforms the two-story
atrium of the newly renovated City Hall Annex into an indoor “garden” and evokes the rel ationships between
civic goals, “green” design, historic preservation, and public transparency. Town Green has been commissioned
by the City of Cambridge through the Cambridge Arts Council’ s Public Art Program. Visit their web Ste at
www.cambridgeartscouncil .org.

The City Hall Annex ishometo adiverse group of City departments: the Arts Council; the Animal

Commission; Traffic, Parking, and Transportation; the Conservation Commission; and Community
Development. In 2002, when Mike Glier began the research for his public art, he spoke with directors of dl five
departmentsto learn of their work and their missions. Glier also heard from the City of Cambridge and the
architects about their ambitions to be leadersin combining historic preservation with sustainable designin the
renovation of amunicipa building. Glier has created awork of public art that suggests connections between
architecture and civic goals, between acity’ s gppreciation of its history and its commitment to its future,
between theindividud voice of acitizen and the public discourse of communities, and between the unchecked
energy of growth and the wisdom of government.

While Transparency, Flow, Growth and Pleasure are the themes that Glier derived from the departments
mission statements, urban moments are his subjects.

adog waker

office workers on a coffee bresk

birdsin athorny rose bush

verdant New England porch vines climbing the wdls
abicycleleft a aparking meter

agirl reading inthe grass nearby.
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Acrylic paint and charcoal arethe artist’s media— painterly layers or graphic abstractions using transparent rose,
greens, and yellows lie underneath anetwork of charcoa line.

From its beginningsin 1871 as an elementary school, the City Hall Annex building has gone through a history
of nineteenth century prominence, twentieth century decay, and now twenty-first century state-of-the-art
restoration. Town Green speaksto this history and fills the City Hall Annex atrium with avisualization of
growth and renewal. Thetens of thousands of visitorswho will enter this building —to pay their parking tickets,
to obtain apet license, to attend a community meeting, or to view art in the new CAC Gallery —will encounter a
grand civic space made rich with public art.


http://www.cambridgeartscouncil.org/

Mike Glier, of Hoosick Falls, New Y ork, has had one-person exhibitions of his paintings and drawings at major
museums, including the Museum of Modern Art, New Y ork; Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art,
North Adams; the Whitney Museum of American Art, New Y ork; and the New Museum of Contemporary Art,
New York. Glieriscurrently aprofessor of art at Williams College.

A film about the making of Town Green has been produced by City TV-8. Filming of the mura-painting
process, from wall preparation to completion, took place from October 2003 — January 2004.

Backyard isasdlection from Glier' s paintings that inspired Town Green, forming the inaugura exhibition for
thenew CAC Gdllery.

Exhibition Dates. February 23— April 30, 2004

Opening: Thursday, Mar ch 4, 2004
4:00 p.m.: Artist’stak
4:45 p.m.: Screening of film by City TV-8
5:30—7:30 p.m.: Reception

CAC Tour of Town Green Thursday, March 11, 6:30—7:30 p.m.
and Backyard:

CAC Gallery Hours: M, Tu, W, F. 8:30am.—5:00 p.m.
Th: 8:30am.—8:00 p.m.

The Cambridge Arts Council is supported in part by the City of Cambridge, the Massachusetts Cultural Council,
the LEF Foundation, and many individua and corporate donors.

Mike Glier was assisted in the creation of hismurals by Ellie Carrothers, Molly Frost and Miguel Payano.
CAC does not discriminate on the basis of disability. CAC will provide auxiliary aids and services, written

materiasin aternate formats, and reasonable modificationsin policies and procedures to personswith
disahilities upon request.
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